
Shopping Opportunities
    DELTA GYPSY CARAVAN
    HAUTE PARE’S CHILDREN’S CLOTHING
    HART SHOES
    J.W. HALL MARKETPLACE
    HANDWORKS GIFT BOUTIQUE
    BELLA CLOTHING BOUTIQUE
    EDWARD INN/ BATH JUNKIE SHOP

local Points of Interest
    HELENA LEVEE WALK & AMPITHEATRE
    BETH EL COMMUNITY CENTER
    BATTERY C - CIVIL WAR EARTHWORK
    AMERICAN LEGION HUT

local Religious buildings
    HELENA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
    CENTENNIAL BAPTIST CHURCH
    FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
    ST JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Restaur ants & Bar s
    BAILEE MAE’S
    DOWNTOWN BAR & GRILL
    SOUTHBOUND PIZZA

Map Legend

Explore    Town a t  y o u r  l e i s u r ethe

Bailee Mae’s
209 Rightor St | (870) 338-2725 | Closest Stop: #2 | 6:30 AM – 8:00 PM 
From Stop 2, Turn east at Cherry & Rightor, on right at end of block

Downtown Bar & Grill
520B Walnut St. | (870) 714-2940 | Closest Stop: #1 | 11:00 AM – 12:00 AM 
From stop ten, continue down Pecan St., left onto Porter St., one block away, on the right

Southbound Pizza
233 Cherry | (870) 228-5009 | Closest Stop: #4 | 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
From Stop 3 continue north on Cherry St. to corner.

Local Featured Eateries
Within Walking Distance of Hop-On Hop-Off Stops

Hop-On Hop-Off  
Included Attractions

HELENA MUSEUM

DELTA GYPSY CARAVAN

HAUTE PARE CHILDREN’S CLOTHING
HART SHOES
J. W. HALL MARKETPLACE

HANDWORKS GIFT BOUTIQUE
BELLA CLOTHING BOUTIQUE

DELTA CULTURAL CENTER
DELTA CULTURAL CENTER DEPOT
HELENA LEVEE WALK & AMPHITHEATRE

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 

EDWARDIAN INN / BATH JUNKIE SHOP 

FREEDOM PARK 

FORT CURTIS - CIVIL WAR REPLICA 

PILLOW-THOMPSON HOUSE
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Delta Cultural Center & Depot
Experience the history of Helena through two interactive museums the Visitor’s Center and the Depot. The 
Visitor’s Center, located just one block north of the Depot, features “Delta Sounds” music exhibit, a live radio 
studio, and the Museum Store. The Depot features the exhibit “A Heritage of Determination” which depicts the 
history of the Delta from its earliest inhabitants through settlement and subsequent Mississippi River Floods. 
Upstairs there is an exhibit called “Civil War in the Delta” which explains the Battle of Helena. 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Built in 1934 and designed by architect Charles Eames, St. Mary’s Catholic Church has the distinction of being 
Eames first large commission.  Charles Eames is widely known for his modern furniture designs and his work 
on St. Mary’s Catholic Church reflected a departure from traditional architectural design employed in church 
building.  During the early 20th century, people were accustomed to Renaissance-style churches. This church 
however is a modern interpretation of medieval-esque design. The church is designed to resemble the world-half 
in light and half in dark. Admire the qualities about this church that make it stand out from the rest of its time. 
Notice features such as the large wall space contrasted with very little window space, dark ceilings showcasing the 
exposed beams, painted brick walls, and unique light fixtures that all contribute to a genuine medieval atmosphere.

Freedom Park
This beautiful park, the location of a Civil War camp of “contraband” former slaves, encourages contemplation. 
Five interpretive stations explore the experience of these refugees who arrived in Helena in 1862 in search of 
freedom. This Civil War interpretive site includes five major exhibits that follow the journey of African Americans 
from fugitive slave, to freedom, and even enlistment in the Union Army for others. The park is the first site in 
Arkansas to be designated for inclusion on the National Park Service National Underground Railroad Network 
to Freedom program. Walk the paved path, review illustrated panels, and enjoy public art. 

Fort Curtis
The original Fort Curtis was built soon after Union forces occupied Helena in 1862 and served in the Union 
defense during the Battle of Helena in July, 1863. This 3/4-scale replica, named after the Union General in 
command - Samuel R. Curtis, allows visitors to experience an earthen fort, including the massive 24-pounder 
guns. Exhibit panels and costumed interpreters portray the story of the original fort, its unique construction, and 
role the fort played in Civil War era Helena. 

Pillow- thompson House
Built in 1896 by Jerome B. Pillow, the historic Pillow- Thompson House has been beautifully restored to offer 
visitors a look at one of the finest examples of Queen Anne Architecture in the South.  The home features many 
original furnishings and showcases the quality and high degree of Victorian embellishments that were utilized in 
the construction of many finer homes in Helena during the Gilded Age. 

Mississippi Delta Gospel anD the 
Birthplace of the Blues

Experience the Blues, un-filtered and un-refined, as 
we set off on the Blues Trail to the place where it all 
began. This experience begins with a visit to the Greater 
First Baptist Church, where a rousing gospel choir 
performance is sure to inspire. As we funnel into the 
warm and cozy church and into the rustic, wooden pews, 
listen as Reverend Hughes welcomes us to the heart 
of the Delta, where gospel was born. Renditions of the 
“Battle Hymn of the Republic,” “Amazing Grace,” and 
“Swing Low Sweet Chariot” will have you swaying back 
and forth and clapping along before making our way to 
Clarksdale, Mississippi – known as the “Birthplace of the 
Blues!”

Soak in this quintessential southern town on a narrated 
tour – explore all of the highlights landing it on the Blues 
Trail. Clarksdale is so passionate about its Blues roots 
that the buildings and sidewalks ooze that gritty feeling 
evoked by the music of the region. From the weathered 
store fronts, guarded by well-used furniture and covered 
in faded paint—this town is proudly displaying its culture. 
Then, experience the blues in its’ pure and raw excellence 
at the Delta Blues Museum, where exhibits captivate the 
history and heritage of the Blues made by legends.

Just a short walk across the street will bring us to Ground 
Zero Blues Club. This dimly lit musical haven truly 
captures the authenticity in every inch of the building. 
From the mismatched furniture, to the artwork and 
artifacts adorning the already too cluttered walls lit only 
by strings of lights hung from the exposed beams—feel 
completely cultural immersed. See, hear, and taste the 
culture that is the Blues. While delving into fried green 
tomatoes, fried pickles, fried green beans, and sweet 
potato fries, enjoy an exclusive live musical performance 
by a local Blues legend offering a unique cultural 
experience to complete your cultural experience of the 
birthplace of the Blues.

Price: $99.00 additional 
Activity Level: 2

MISSISSIPPI DELTA GOSPEL & 
THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE BLUES

Premium  
Excursion Options

Welcome to Helena
Founded in 1833 as an industrious port city, Helena is now experiencing a rebirth with a blend of thriving entrepreneurship 
and Southern hospitality. Helena’s successful marriage of old world culture and urban revival can be attributed in part to the 
many young professionals that now call Helena home.  In the 1940s and 1950s, blues music became extremely popular and 
Helena was the center of it all. King Biscuit Time is the longest running blues radio show in the entire country and it has 
served as an inspiration for many famous musicians.  The show started in 1941 and was the only radio show in the entire 
country to feature African American musicians. The year it began, a group of African American blues musicians were given 
one hour on the radio on the condition that they sign a sponsor, which King Biscuit Flour agreed to do. 

Hop-on Hop-off  Highlights 

Important Notes & Comments

Helena Museum
The Helena Museum has its earliest beginnings in 1874 as part of a volunteer fire company. This company, 
named the Hook and Ladder, began lending books and newspapers to the public.  After several incarnations, the 
library, the original component of the museum, began acquiring donations of historic artifacts, and in 1929 a new 
museum wing was completed to showcase the collection.  The Helena Museum has the distinction of being the 
oldest purpose built museum in the state of Arkansas, and features an impressive collection of Thomas Edison 
memorabilia, works by Mark Twain, Civil War artifacts, and Native American collections.


