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Broussard’s Cajun Cuisine
114 N. Main Street | (573) 334-7235 | Closest Stop: #1 | 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM 
Make a left onto Broadway St and a left onto Main St. Located half a block on the left

Minglewood Brewery
121 Broadway Street | (573) 803-0524 | Closest Stop: #1 | 11:00 AM – 1:00 AM 
Make a left onto Broadway St and continue until the corner of Broadway and Spanish St.

Bella Italia
20 N. Spanish Street | (573) 332-7800 | Closest Stop: #1 | 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM
Make a left on Emis St and a left onto N. Spanish St. Located half a block on the left

Recommended Eateries
Within Walking Distance of Hop-On Hop-Off Stops

Hop-On Hop-Off  
Included Attractions

MISSISSIPPI RIVER TALES MURALS
MISSOURI WALL OF FAME
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN SHOPPING DISTRICT

RED HOUSE INTERPRETIVE CENTER

OLD ST. VINCENT’S CHURCH

GLENN HOUSE

HOLLAND SCHOOL OF VISUAL AND
PERFORMING ARTS RIVER CAMPUS 

CRISP MUSEUM

CAPE RIVER HERITAGE MUSEUM
FIRE HOUSE

BICENTENNIAL MURAL
SHOPPING AREA
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Welcome to Cape Girardeau
Nestled along the western banks of the mighty Mississippi River lays the city of Cape Girardeau, Missouri. It’s a community 
rich in history and heritage. For more than 250 years, people have been drawn to Cape Girardeau and the river on which 
it lies. Stroll along the riverfront, where the passion that led Mark Twain to write so eloquently about Cape Girardeau in 
Life on the Mississippi, the inspiration that Gen. Ulysses S. Grant used to lead with firm conviction as he took command 
of the Union Army in the historic downtown, and the warmth and hospitality that community founder Louis Lorimier 
extended to Lewis and Clark while on the journey of a lifetime as they set forth on their Corps of Discovery to explore the 
Louisiana Purchase will be prominent.

Hop-on Hop-off Highlights

Important Notes & Comments

Mississippi River Tales Murals
The Mississippi River Tales Mural is the largest and most dramatic of Cape Girardeau’s murals 
and is located on a portion of the downtown floodwall. Covering nearly 18,000 square feet, this 
1,100-foot-long mural features 24 historically-themed panels that vividly portray Cape Girardeau’s 
rich history and heritage; descriptive markers provide an explanation of each panel.  The Missouri 
Wall of Fame Mural features 47 individuals who were born in Missouri or achieved fame while living 
in the state.

Red House Interpretive Center
The Center commemorates the life of community founder French-Canadian, Louis Lorimier, as well 
as the visit of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark in November, 1803.  The Interpretive Center 
houses an early 1800s exhibit that reflects the lives of the early settlers of the old Cape Girardeau 
district. In addition, a rendering of Lorimier’s Trading Post displays authentic items that would have 
been sold at the turn of the 19th century.  The gardens on the north side of the house show the types 
of garden you might have seen in 1803 with flowers, vegetables, cooking herbs, and medicinal herbs.

Old St. Vincent’s Church
The Renaissance architecture, referred to as English Gothic Revival style, is not only beautiful but 
also extremely rare, as very few churches of this style exist in America today. Explore the many 
artifacts preserved in the church as you admire the arches and woodwork lining the interior of the 
chapel. Discover this fully restored beauty as it transports you back in time.

Glenn House
Completed in 1883, the Glenn house is a fully restored historic museum in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 
It is a prime example of the Victorian period lifestyle including the architecture, furnishings, 
clothing, and décor. The Glenn House was built for David A. Glenn, who was an influential figure 
in the city’s history. He and his family occupied the home until 1915. Before they vacated the home, 
it was renovated in 1900 to the Queen Anne Style.  The house is listed on the National Register 
of Historical Places. Many of the furnishings and features of the home have been restored to their 
original beauty and have been kept authentic to the Victorian time interior.

Holland School of Visual and Performing 
Arts River Campus
Earl and Margie Holland School of Visual and Performing Arts is composed of departments 
covering the history and science of art, music, theater, and dance. Visit the beautiful campus and 
explore the unique styles and subjects taught here. Walk around and discover impressive pieces of art, 
in many different styles, showcasing the talent and hard work of local students.

Crisp Museum
The Crisp Museum collects in three thematic areas: archaeology, history, and fine art.  The Archaeology 
collection has several collections of prehistoric Native American artifacts, which illustrate aspects of 
the daily and ceremonial lives of the indigenous peoples who lived in southeastern Missouri from 
13,500 B.C. to 1400 A.D., highlighting some very rare and exotic artifacts. The museum’s historical 
collections cover a wide range of artifacts with strengths in the areas of militaria, firearms and their 
accessories, clothing, and hand tools.

Cape River Heritage Museum
Since its founding in 1981, the Cape River Heritage Museum has focused on local history while 
preserving a historic building at the corner of Frederick and Independence streets. Located in an 
old fire house, the museum offers events, tours, and exhibits on steamboats, education, commerce, 
the Missouri mule, the state flag, the Show-Me slogan, Native American culture, and fire and police 
memorabilia. Snap a picture of yourself in the model steamboat or in the cab of a tall-ladder fire truck 
from the 1950s!

Premium 
Excursion Option

A TAle of TeArs: The sTory of 
Two CulTures’ PAinful, yeT in-
sPirATionAl MigrATion To A new 
Beginning (not available 8/23/17)

Embark on a journey through history and discover the 
roots of America’s melting pot on a full-immersion 
cultural expedition. Re-trace the route taken by 
displaced Native American’s on the Trail of Tears and 
witness the quaintness of the American “Main Street” 
on an American Queen exclusive historic tour. 

Our first stop brings us to the Trail of Tears State Park 
in Jackson, Missouri. With 3,415 acres of pristine 
scenery, the Trail of Tears State Park blends beautiful 
countryside and untouched landscapes with one of 
the most devastating events of Native American 
history. The park memorializes the devastating effects 
of the relocation of the Cherokee nation from east 
of the Mississippi River to present-day Oklahoma in 
1838 and 1839. The tribe journeyed through the land 
on an agonizing journey that resulted in starvation, 
death and heartache and was so dubbed the “Trail 
of Tears.” Explore the Visitor’s Center for an in-
depth understanding of this American tragedy as a 
powerful documentary traces the events of this cultural 
banishment.  

A visit to the Bollinger Mill Historic Site gives us the 
chance to travel back to simpler days when businesses 
in Missouri were fueled by streams rushing over a dam 
and bridges were covered. 

Our experience continues to the nearby town of 
Jackson, Missouri. Discover the history of this city on 
a narrated tour before arriving to the Jackson Heritage 
Museum, located along the quaint streets of this 
mid-western American town and the ideal location 
to complete our cultural exploration. Displays with 
artifacts of historical significance showcase different 
backgrounds, heritages, and ethnicities that have all 
combined to create unique communities and America’s 
melting pot.  If shopping is what you prefer to do, 
feel free to head out into town, where you can take 
advantage of the boutique shopping opportunities of 
Jackson before heading back to the American Queen!

Price: $59.00 additional 
Activity Level: 2

A TALE OF TEARS: THE STORY 
OF TWO CULTURES’ PAINFUL, YET 

INSPIRATIONAL MIGRATION TO A NEW 
BEGINNING 
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